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Election Commission’s letter No. 437/6/2004-PLN lll, dated 08.03.2004 addressed
to the Cabinet Secretary. Govt. of India, the Secretary, Ministry of information and
Broadcasting, Govt. of India, the Chief Secretaries to the Govt. of all States and
Union Territories and copies to Chief Electoral Officers of all States and Union

Territories

Subject: Display of advertisements and hoardings at the cost of public
exchequer.
it has come to the notice of the Commission that a number of hoardings

depicting the achievements of the party in power are being displayed by the Union
and the States/UT Governments at the cost of public exchequer Your attention is
invited to sub-para (iv) of para Vil - Party in Power- of the Model Code of Conduct for the
Guidance of Political Parties and Candidates which is as under-

The party in power whether at the Centre or in the States/UTs concerned. shali
ensure that no cause is given for any complaint that it has used its official position for
the purposes of its election campaign and in particular-(iv) Issue of advertisement at
the cost of public exchequer in the newspapers and other media and the misuse of
official mass media during the election period for partisan coverage of political news
and publicity regarding achievements with a view to furthering the prospects of the

party in power shall be scrupulously avoided.’

With the announcement of the schedule of elections to Lok Sabha and the
legislative Assemblies of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Orissa and Sikkim on 29"
February 2004 the Model Code of Conduct came into force immediately. The
continuing display of such hoardings and advertisements at the cost of public
exchequer, even if such Hoardings, advertisements or posters were displayed prior
to the date of announcement of elections, constitutes a violation of the Model Qode
of Conduct as it provides an undue advantage to the party in power and has the effect

of influencing the voters in favour of the party in power.

The Commission directs that all such hoardings, advertisements, etc. on
display shall be removed forthwith by the concerned authorities and a

compliance report furnished to the Commission

The Commission has also directed that no advertisements should be issued
in the newspapers and other media including electronic media at the cost of public
exchequer during the election period and the misuse of mass'media during the election

.
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period for partisan coverage of polml news and publicity regarding achievements with
a view to furthering the prospects of the party in power should be scrupulously

avoided.

All Ministries/Departments/Offices of the Central Government and the State
Governments may be informed of this directive of the Commission for immediate

compliance.

The receipt of this letter may be acknowledged.
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INSTRUCTION SI. No.100

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No.437/6/2007(INST)-PLN-III Dated : 21s« November, 2007

To
1. The Cabinet Secretary,
Government of India, Rashtrapati Bhawan,
New Delhi.
2. The Chief Secretaries of all
States and Union Territories
3. The Chief Electoral Officers of all
States and Union Territories
Subject: Instructions relating to deletion of all references on politicians/Ministers
on the official website during election period of General / Bye-Elections to
the Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies — regarding.
Sir, ‘

I am directed to state that the Commission has considered the question of
various references currently available in the State Government websites/Ministerial official
websites pertaining to several Department and Govit. Organization highlighting their
achievements but eulogizing the same as personal achievements of Politicians / Ministers. The
Commission has decided that during the period when model code of conduct is in force in
connection with general election to the Lok Sabha /State Legislative Assemblies, all
references to Ministers, Politicians or Political Parties available on such State Government
/Central Government °s official websites, shall be taken off/ purged of. During bye-elections,
these instructions may be confined to only those Politicians/Ministers, etc. who themselves

become candidates at such bye- elections.
This may kindly be brought to the notice of all concerned for strict compliance.

Kindly acknowledge receipt.
' Yours faithfully,
(K. N. BHAR)
UNDER SECRETARY
Copy to:

The Principal Secretary /Secretaries/Under Secretaries for follow up action.
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road. New Dcelhi-110001

{

~ - Ned37/6/INST2008-CC&BE Dated: 28" March, 2009

To
1) The Cabinet Sceretary
Cabimnct Secrctarial
Rashurapati Bhawan, New Delh,

The Chief Sccretaries of
All States and Union Territories

S}
N

*

.\/') The Chicf Electoral Officers of

All States and Union Terrtories

Sie/iviadan,

I am dirccted 1o state that the Commission has decided to clarify that no calendars,
pictures cic. having the photographs of the Prime Minister, Chicl Ministers. Ministers and
other political funciionaries should be displayed anywhere in any of the Government / Public
Buiidings. O “the pictures of Mahauna Gandhi, the incumibent President of India and the
incumbent Governor of the State concerned may continue to be displayced.

4
You are, therefore, requested 1o cnsure that all such calendars / pictures should be

* removed from the building of the Government / Public Buildings immediately.

Yours faithfully

' o - e
(K.N. BIAR) =
UNDER SECRETARY



No0.437/6/INST/2008-CC&BE

To
l.
2.
3.
SL;bjCCIZ-
Sir,

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

~__ Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001.

Dated : 1* April, 2009.

The Cabincet Scerctary,
Cabinet Sccretariat,
Rashtrabhati Bhawan,
New Dclhi.

The Chicef Sceretary to the Governments of
all States / Union Territories.

The Chicf Electoral Officers of
all States / Union Ferritories.

Display the photographs/calendars, etc. of national leaders and prominent
personalities in the government offices/ premises — clarification regarding,.

g

I am directed to invite a reference to the Commission letter of even

—— P}

number dated 28" March, 2009, on the ahove subject, and to state that the underlying

intention of the Comission’s instruction was that the phowsgraphs and images of the

political functionarics. who have deep influence on the minds of clectors and many of

whom arc still dctive in public life and may cven be contesting the current general
|

~elections, should not be displayed in the government buildings and premiscs as that

ould have the clfect of disturbing the level playing ficld vis-d-vis the political

/functionarics of other partics and candidates.

“In view of the inputs received,” the Commission had issucd the above

instructions. In the mcanwhile, certain doubts have been raised and clarification has been

sought about the renfoval of the images of some natienal Igaders, pocts and prominent
i :



wswnical personalitics of the bast. lu this regard, (e Connnission w

ould like (o state tha
the abovementioned underlyirig purpose of the instruction necds (o

be fully apprcciated
while being acted upon.

It is clarified that while the photographs of Prime Minister,

Chief Ministers, Ministers and other politic

al functionaries should not be displayed, this
Instruction, ‘h;)wevcr, is not_applicable with regard 10 the images of national leaders,
poets, and prominent historical personalitics of the past, and the President of India and
the Governors.

It is further clarified that in case of any doubt in this regard regarding

removal of any photograph or images, the issue may be referred 1o the Chief Electoral
Officer of the State/Union Territory concerned before taking action in the matlcr.
' A _

e
' Yours faithfi ully,
AT
\ JK T
/

(K. AJAY KUMAR)
SECRETARY
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